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Claire Hope is also President and Founder 

of the Industry Education Council of Eastern 
Ventura County, implementing strategic plans 
that included the employment of veterans. 
Other avenues she has used to promote em-
ployment of veterans and small business own-
ership by veterans include: Regional Vice 
President of the California Employer Advisory 
for six years, Committee Member of the 
Conejo Valley Chamber of Commerce Edu-
cation Committee, and Task Force Member for 
Workforce Development for the Conejo Valley 
Community Foundation. 

Claire also served as President of the Simi/
Conejo Valley Employer Advisory Council 
(SCVEAC). In 1997, SCVEAC was chosen as 
the outstanding EAC in the State of California 
and outstanding EAC in the United States for 
encouraging veteran business ownership. 

Claire Hope is a very capable and dedicated 
advocate for veterans and is very deserving of 
this honor. 

I have the pleasure of working with Claire 
on Ventura County Stand Down 2000, which 
she founded and chairs and for which I serve 
as honorary co-chairman. A Stand Down is 
where homeless veterans gain rest for a 
weekend from the daily battle for survival, by 
sleeping in comfortable tents and taking ad-
vantage of services that could lead to jobs and 
housing. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating Claire Hope for her rec-
ognition as the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration Veteran Advocate of the Year and in 
thanking her for all her hard work and dedica-
tion on behalf of our veterans.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I 
unfortunately missed two recorded votes on 
suspension bills, H. Con. Res. 295, and H. 
Con. Res. 304. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on both resolutions. 

However, I would like to share that my ab-
sence from the House floor was because I 
was hosting a press conference with three 
women from Afghanistan, Nigeria, Iran on 
global discrimination against women. These 
brave women shared their stories of discrimi-
nation and suffering living under the restrictive 
regimes in Iran and the Taliban government, 
and of being genitally mutilated as a young 
child in Nigeria. Their horrifying stories were 
true anecdotes of why the Senate must ratify 
CEDAW, the United Nations Convention in the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. 

CEDAW, which was first adopted by the 
United Nations twenty years ago, formally 
codifies women’s equality and promotes wom-
en’s inclusion in business, government and 
other economic and social sectors. While I am 
very pleased that the House International Re-
lations Committee held a hearing on my bill 
that urges the Senate to ratify CEDAW (House 
Resolution 107) I am outraged that it is being 
held up by one person in the Senate. The 
Senate Foreign Relations Chair, Jesse Helms, 

had outright refused to hold a hearing on 
CEDAW and continues to block its consider-
ation on the Senate floor. This means that the 
chamber’s 99 other Senators cannot express 
their views on this important treaty. It is unac-
ceptable that the democratic process is being 
held captive by one person. I am hopeful that 
today’s hearing in the House International Re-
lations Committee is a first step in reversing 
Congress’ inaction on CEDAW and will ignite 
a true dialogue in the Senate on CEDAW’s 
ability to help empower women around the 
world. Until then, I will continue to push Chair-
man HELMS and the Senate to ratify it.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to nec-
essary medical treatment, I was not present 
for the following votes. If I had been present, 
I would have voted as follows: 

MAY 2, 2000
Rollcall vote 131, on the motion to Suspend 

the Rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 300, 
commending the successful preparation of our 
Nation to withstand the Y2K computer prob-
lems, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 132, on the motion to Suspend 
the Rules and pass H.R. 2932, the Golden 
Spike/Crossroads of the West National Herit-
age Area, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

MAY 3, 2000
Rollcall vote 133, on the motion to Suspend 

the Rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 295, re-
lating to human rights violations in the Social-
ist Republic of Vietnam, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall vote 134, on the motion to Suspend 
the Rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 304, ex-
pressing condemnation of the continued egre-
gious violations of human rights in the Repub-
lic of Belarus, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 135, on the motion to Suspend 
the Rules and pass S. 1744, continued sub-
mission of certain species conservation re-
ports, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 136, on the motion to Suspend 
the Rules and pass H.R. 1509, the Disabled 
Veterans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 137, on the motion to Suspend 
the Rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 310, 
supporting a National Charter Schools Week, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 138, on passage of H.R. 2957, 
the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Restoration Act, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 139, the motion to Suspend the 
Rules and pass S. 2323, the Worker Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 140, on the motion to Suspend 
the Rules and pass H.R. 4055, the IDEA Full 
Funding Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 141, on the motion to Suspend 
the Rules and pass H.R. 1901, the Kika de la 
Garza United States Border Station, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’

IN HONOR OF THE PHILIPPINE 
NURSES ASSOCIATION OF OHIO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the Philippine Nurses Association of 
America, which is holding its 21st annual con-
vention on June 21–23, 2000 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. The Philippine Nurses Association of 
Ohio will co-host the event along with the 
chapters from Michigan and Indiana. This 
year’s convention, titled Nursing Odyssey: 
New Realities, New Vision, will reflect the dy-
namic role of nurses in a changing health care 
delivery system. 

The Philippine Nurses Association of Amer-
ica was established in 1979 in response to the 
growing need to address the concerns and 
issues important to Filipino nurses within this 
country. The Ohio Chapter was formally estab-
lished in 1992. The PNA of Ohio is a vol-
untary, non-profit organization encompassing 
the areas of Cleveland, Akron, Medina in 
Ohio. There are over one hundred paid mem-
bers in the chapter. 

The objectives of the Philippine Nurses As-
sociation reflect their commitment to commu-
nity service and the promotion of activities and 
programs that unify the Filipino nurses of the 
United States and advance health care of Fili-
pinos throughout the nation. Their contribu-
tions to the betterment of their community is 
noteworthy. Their dedication, caring, and love 
for others is most evident, and I am grateful 
for their service to others. 

My fellow colleagues, I ask you to join with 
me in recognizing the important accomplish-
ments and essential contributions of the Phil-
ippine Nurses Association of America.
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RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE BULGARIAN GOV-
ERNMENT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of myself and my colleague from Lou-
isiana, JOHN COOKSEY, who also serves with 
me on the House International Relations Com-
mittee, I would like to take a moment to recog-
nize and congratulate the Bulgarian Govern-
ment—particularly Prime Minister Ivan Kostov 
and Deputy Prime Minister Peter Zhotev—for 
the significant efforts that the Government has 
made over the last two years to strengthen 
Bulgaria’s economy, and in particular, Bul-
garia’s energy sector. 

After years of economic decline and mis-
management under socialist rule, we are 
pleased to see that the country’s economic 
picture is now showing solid signs of improve-
ment. In 1999, inflation dropped to 6.2 percent 
and the country’s economy grew by 2.5 per-
cent. In 2000, a 4% level of growth has been 
targeted and appears to be achievable. 

There is no doubt, that Prime Minister 
Kostov and his team have played a key role 
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